
 G ENERAL  I NFORMATION  

All furniture should be constructed in a way that permits cleaning of all surfaces 

The size, shape and design of the furniture must allow easy access to cleaning staff 

 R ISK  L EVELS  

Vinyl is required for furnishings in high risk areas 

High level of risk applies to any area specifically used by patients/residents (i.e. 
patient rooms, waiting rooms) and any area where a healthcare worker goes after 
providing direct patient care (e.g. nursing station, staff lounge, report area, 
conference rooms, offices within patient care areas 

Durable, cleanable fabrics are appropriate in low risk areas 

Low level of risk applies to any office areas where staff are not providing direct 
patient care, or return to after providing direct patient care 

 F ABRIC  

Fabric must be impermeable to water, stain resistant and made of a material that does 
not promote the growth of microorganisms 

The material should be durable, easily cleaned and withstand cleaning with institutional 
cleaning/disinfecting solutions.  Their selection should be based on an understanding of 
the principles of decontamination and maintenance requirements (e.g. able to withstand 
multiple application of diluted disinfectants over time) 

Limit the amount of pleating in fabric and make sure the seams are sealed 

There should be limited off-gassing from the fabric 
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Furniture 

Disclaimer:  All content in this reference guide is presented only as of 

the date printed or indicated, and may be superseded by subsequent 

documents or for other reasons. In addition, you are responsible to en-

sure you are receiving the most up to date information. 



 O TH ER  M ATERIALS  

Plastic laminate furniture offer good designs and realistic wood grain patterns.  Another 
option combines polyurethane sealed woods on vertical surfaces with solid surfacing on 
horizontal surfaces 

The purchasing of new wood furniture is not recommended.  Existing wood furniture must 
be assessed regularly to assure that the finish remains sealed (note: wood furniture 
requires regular maintenance to keep lacquer intact) 

 

Please Note: The above criteria apply to all clinical areas throughout the healthcare 
system – patient rooms, waiting rooms, unit offices (i.e. social worker, coordinator, 
manager), nurses’ station, staff rooms and conference rooms.  Fabric, if desired, is 

acceptable in administrative/executive offices and related meeting areas. 
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For more information, please contact the 
Infection Prevention and Control Program In
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Furniture (continued) 

Disclaimer:  All content in this reference guide is presented only as of 

the date printed or indicated, and may be superseded by subsequent 

documents or for other reasons. In addition, you are responsible to en-

sure you are receiving the most up to date information. 

mailto:ipc@viha.ca

